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Reedbuck  
The Reedbuck ram has curved horns while the doe is hornless. They belong in the grasslands and feed 
on grass. Reedbuck are not territorial and so a large number could establish themselves in the VCCE. 
The rams are 90 cm tall at the shoulder and weigh from 60 to 95 kg, while the females weigh 50 to 85 
kg. Reedbuck are usually found in small families. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Bushbuck 
The Bushbuck ram, on the left, has horns, while the doe is hornless. They require the cover of forests 
or woodland and are browsers, meaning they feed on the leaves of trees, shrubs and other broad-leaf 
plants. Bushbuck are not territorial and therefore do not fight for territories. The rams are 80 cm tall 
at the shoulder and weigh 40 to 50 kg, while the does are 70 cm tall and weigh 30 kg. They occur 
singly. 
 
 
 

Grey Duiker 
The rams have straight horns while the ewes do not have horns. They  
require tall grass and thickets for cover and are browsers, feeding on 
broad-leaf plants such as trees and shrubs. They are territorial and the 
males will fight aggressively for territory. The rams are 50 cm at the 
shoulder and weigh17 kg while the ewes are 52 cm tall and weight 
19 kg. Note that the females are larger than their mates. They occur 
singly. 
 
 
 

 
 



 
 
Blue Duiker 
This tiny little animal is the smallest antelope species in 
southern Africa. Once common in the Town Bush valley it is 
now extremely rare and is the target animal for the Estate. 
Droppings along the path to Riverine Forest suggest that it 
may be present! Males are 30 cm high at the shoulder and 
weigh 4 kg, while females are 32 cm high and weigh 4.7 kg. 
The require forest and dense woodlands for cover and are 
browsers feeding on fallen leaves of trees. 

 
 

 

Scrub Hare 
The Scrub Hare shelters in tall grass and feeds on short grass making 
the golf course an ideal habitat for them. The males weigh 2 kg while 
the females are slightly larger. They occur singly and hide up during 
the day and feed at night. They have disappeared from the VCCE 
area, possibly because of the threat of cats and dogs. 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Large Spotted Genet 
The Genet is fairly common but seldom seen as it comes out of 
hiding at night. It feeds on rodents, small birds and insects. 
They are solitary and weigh approximately 1.8 kg. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Caracal 
 
This beautiful large cat weighs up to 14 kg and stands 44 cm 
at the shoulder. It is a formidable hunter and has been 
recorded as killing game as large as impalas. Generally it 
feeds on rodents and birds, but in some areas they prey on 
domestic cats. A female with kittens and a single animal 
have been seen on the Estate. Being territorial it is possible 
that one male will be found in the VCC, VCCE and QEP area 
with two or three females. 
 
 
 
  



 
 
African Wild Cat 
This cat is found throughout the country in all sorts of habitats. Unfortunately in proximity with 
settlements and domestic cats a great deal of hybridisation occurs. As a result pure bred wild cats are 
difficult to find ς and of course many cross-bred kittens are delivered by domestic cats. The males 
weigh 5.0 kg and the females 4.0 kg. They feed on a wide variety of small mammals and birds. 
 

 
 
Large Grey Mongoose 
This solitary mongoose weighs up to 3.4 kg and stands 42 cm at the shoulder. It is often seen during 
the day while hunting for rodents, reptiles and birds. 
 

 
 White-tailed Mongoose 
Total length 1.1 m, weight 4.3 kg, mainly insectivorous. 
It is a strictly nocturnal animal and seldom seen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Water Mongoose 
Found near water, this animal feeds on crabs, frogs, mice, 
insects and birds eggs. It used to be fairly common on the 
Estate, but now the spoor is seldom seen. It weighs about 3.5 kg 
and is 88 cm long. 
 



 
Slender Mongoose 
Often seen dashing across roads, this little 
mongoose male weighs 553 g and the female 430 g. 
It is from 55 to 60 cm long. It is mainly insectivorous, 
but also eats reptiles, small rodents and birds. It is 
active during the day and shelters in burrows. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Striped Polecat 
The polecat feeds mainly on insects, reptiles, birds 
and eggs, mice, spiders and scorpions. They males 
weigh 982 g and females 675 g. They are nocturnal 
and their defence mechanism is a vile-smelling 
secretion and if you have had a dog that has tackled 
a polecat you will know that it is not welcome in the 
house for many days. 

 
 
 

 
Striped Weasel 
¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ !ŦǊƛŎŀΩǎ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ǎƳŀƭƭŜǎǘ ŎŀǊƴƛǾƻǊŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ 
most threatened mammal. It lives in grasslands 
where it feeds on small rodents, shrews and young 
birds. When the mother moves with her babies, the 
first youngster latches onto her tail and the 
following youngsters latch on to the tail of the one 
in front of it. The family then looks like a long, black, 
white-striped snake. They are valued for muti 
purposes, hence their threatened status. 

 
 

 
Bushpig 
Possibly no longer on the Estate and no spoor have 
been seen recently, but they are fairly common in 
Town Bush valley. Males weigh 62 kg and more, 
sometimes as much as 130 kg, while females weigh 
about 60 kg. They feed on roots, rhizomes, bulbs, 
tubers, insect larvae, fruit and even carrion. They do 
serious damage to crops and hide successfully in 
dense growth. 

 
Dassie/Rock Hyrax 
Populations come and go as disease strikes. They live 
in culverts in QEP and have been seen in a rocky 
retreat in Cascades Village where rocks were tumbled 
into a valley for this purpose. They weigh about 
3.5 kg. and eat a wide range of vegetation including 
grass, herbs, shrubs and trees. 



 
 
Vervet Monkey 
This animal needs little introduction, but males weigh 
up to 5.5 kg and females 4.1 kg. They eat everything 
that humans eat, but do feed on young leaves, insects, 
ōƛǊŘǎΩ ŜƎƎǎ ŀƴŘ ǎƳŀƭƭ ǾŜǊǘŜōǊŀǘŜǎ. 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
²ŀƘƭōŜǊƎΩǎ Epauletted Fruit Bat 
These bats are sometimes seen in trees where they 
look like hanging fruit, but are often heard at night 
ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǊŜǇŜŀǘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ƳǳǎƛŎŀƭ ΨǘƛƴƪΩ ŎŀƭƭΦ tŀrtly 
eaten fruit, often guavas, are found below trees 
where they have fallen from the grip of the bat. 
Their wingspan is about 50 cm and males weigh 
from 105 g up to 140 g. 
 

 
 

 
 
Mauritian Tomb Bat 
These bats live in pairs in woodland areas and weigh 
28 g and have a wingspan of 34 cm. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Porcupine 
The Porcupine is still common on the Estate, and 
their digging sites where they search for bulbs and 
roots, are frequently seen as sharp V-shaped holes in 
the ground. They also eat the bark of trees and the 
Estate lost a fairly large tree when they chewed 
through the trunk after ring-barking the tree. The 
males are 84 cm long and weigh approximately 14 
kg. Keep dogs away from them ς I lost a large dog 
that tackled a mother porcupine with babies. 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

 
 
Cane Rat 
Found on the verges of wetlands and in tall grass areas, 
this rat feeds on grass. Males are 4.5 kg in weight and 
females 3.6 kg. They are bred for the table in some parts 
of Africa (after all, they have the same diet as sheep and 
cattle). 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Angoni Vlei Rat 
This rat lives in wetlands and swampy areas, and lives on 
grass and reeds. It is about 14.5 cm long, males weigh 
180 g and females 205 g. 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
Vlei Rat 
The vlei Rat lives in swamps and verges of wetlands and 
feeds on grasses, reeds and forbs. It is 26 cm long and 
weighs 144 g. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Striped Mouse 
This attractive little mouse lives in grassland and feeds 
on green grass, seeds and insects. It weighs 44 g. 
 
  


